CHAPTER III
THE MIDSHIPMAN CRUISE

ON our graduation from the academy on June 18,
1858, we passed from the rank of acting midshipmen
to that of midshipmen, with two years' experience in
practical cruising ahead of us before we actually got
our commissions. We were now to have our reward
for the four years5 grind. We were to see the world.
With three of my classmates I was assigned to the
Wabash, a steam-frigate of over four thousand tons,
with a powerful battery for her day and one of a
class of six that had been built in 1855. The Merri-
mac of this class, which fell into Southern hands in
the Norfolk Navy Yard at the outbreak of the Civil
War, became the famous iron-clad which the Con-
federates called the Virginia, but which was always
known in the North by her original name. The
W'abash was the flag-ship of the Mediterranean Squad-
ron, bearing the flag of Flag-Officer E. A. F. La
Valette. At that time the highest rank in the navy
was captain, so that the commander of a squadron
was known as the flag-officer.

Flag-Officer La Valette, a veteran of 1812, had
been in the battle of Lake Champlain. He was a
white-haired, fine-appearing old officer and a very
